SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM, pair with his wife URSULA, LADY WALSINGHAM

Both purchased for the National Portrait Gallery, at the
sale of the Drummond Murray pictures.

Lady Walsingham's picture, on panel, is dated 1583, the year of her daughter's marriage."

In 1566 Walsingham married the widow of Richard Worsley, Captain of the Isle of Wight. She
was eldest child of Henry St. Barbe of Ashington, Somerset, of a family distinguished in itself and
for its alliances.

Dr. Conyers Read, "Mr. Secretary Walsingham and the Policy of Queen Elizabeth," Oxford
1925 (3 Vols.) states that Walsingham probably married her for her "comfortable jointure" (which
actually was small); that she was "a serviceable rather than a stimulating helpmeet," and that the
Principal Secretary "evidently preferred widows because widows are proverbially easier to court."
These generalities are misleading. Lady Walsingham was admired and trusted by those best qualified
to judge: Walsingham himself; Sir Philip Sidney, who had known her well since his eighteenth year;
Sir William Pelham, an extremely able man and intimate friend; Robert Dcvcreux, Earl of Essex; any
of whose testimonies should carry weight. Even if we had none of these, her letters, not known to
Dr. Read, are characteristic; and the devotion of her daughter to the memory of " my dear Mother"
after her death, would speak for itself, even if Walsingham had not described her in his Will, after
nearly tweny-five years of marriage as his "trustie" "faithfuft," "most fynde and lovinge" and
"most well-beloved wife."

In writing of Elizabethans their own words should be used; otherwise we get not the i6th
century but the 20th; not the subject of the biography but-the imagination of the biographer.

(7) E. M. Tenison's " Elizabethan England," III i. 3.